Erythropoietin is present in the cerebrospinal fluid of neonates.
Erythropoietin (Epo) was measured by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay in 80 cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) samples to determine whether Epo is present in the CSF of infants, CSF Epo concentrations correlate with age, and CSF Epo concentrations correlate with Epo therapy. Epo was present in the CSF of normal neonates. CSF Epo concentrations correlated negatively with increasing age. Recombinant Epo therapy did not affect CSF Epo concentrations, although values ranged somewhat higher in this group.